German Cockroach (Common in Australia)

Probably the most widespread and successful cockroach the German cockroach coexists with humans in buildings.  It is the most prolific breeder of all the pest cockroaches, taking as little as 40 days to develop from hatching to adulthood.  Adults are light amber-brown in color with two dark longitudeinal dark stripes on the pronotum.  Eggs are carried by the female until just prior to hatching, and these may contain 30-40 eggs.  Generally there maybe 3-4 generations per year.  This cockroach seeks condisitons that provide warmth, moisture and food.  The vast majority of infestations are associated with kitchens or other food handling areas, both domestic and commercial.  Within the such areas, adults and nymphs find cracks and crevices in which they hide during the day.  If numbers of cockroaches are seen during the daylight, or if cockroaches are observed in non-food-handling areas within a bedroom (eg: bedrooms), it is likely that the building is supporting an enormous population.  In kitchens, storerooms, pantries and other food handling areas, the German cockroach is usually found under sinks and cupboards, in and under drawers, in and around water heaters and appliances such as refridgerators, stoves, and in wall voids adjoining kitchens and bathrooms.

Infestations are common in food handling factories, warehouses, restaurants, food bars, cafes, storerooms, office blocks, hospitals, schools, clubs and most other types of buildings.  It will eat almost any organic material found in food handling areas, ranging from crumbs to built up grease.  Where water is available, adults may survive up to about a month without food.

