Oriental Cockroach (Common in Australia)

The medium-sized oriental cockroach is dark brown to black in color.  The female has much reduced wings, while the mail has wings that cover most, but not all, of the abdomen.  Egg cases are usually glued to surfaces and may contain up to 16 eggs.  Nymphal development may require 6-18 months.  The adult lifespan is usually around 3-6 months, and a female may produce up to 14 egg cases during her adult life.  

The oriental cockroach’s preference is for relatively cool conditions and is reflected in its more southern distribution in Australia, where it is commonly encountered outdoors (under leaf litter and bark) and in damp subfloors, around drainage systems.  It is relatively sluggish and is usually located at or below ground level in buildings. It feeds on a variety of decaying organic matter, frequently feeding in garbage disposal areas.  As well, starches and sizing of wallpaper and books may be attacked.
